A. I am glad you have asked the question. I have no
desire whatsoever to woo any Power to help India in her en-
deavour to free herself from the foreign yoke. I have no desire
to exchange the British for any other rule. Better the enemy
I know than the one I do not. I have never attached the slightest
importance or weight to the friendly professions of the Axis
powers. If they come to India they will come not as deliverers
but as sharers in the spoil. There can therefore be no question
of my approval of Subhas Babu's policy. The old difference of.
opinion between us persists. This does not mean that I doubt
his sacrifice or his patriotism. But my appreciation of his patrio-
tism and sacrifice cannot blind me to the fact that he is mis-
guided and that his way can never lead to India's deliverance.
If I am impatient of the British yoke I am so because India's
sullenness and suppressed delight of the man in the street over
British reverses are dangerous symptoms which may lead to
the success of Japanese designs upon India, if they are not dealt
with in the proper manner; whereas India finding herself in
possession of complete freedom will never want the Japanese
to enter India. India's sullenness and discontent will be changed
as if by magic into joyful and hearty cooperation with the Allies
in consolidating and preserving her liberty from any and every
evil design.                              (Harijan, June 21, 1942, p. 197)
(E) IF JAPANESE COME?
The British United Press has cabled the following questions
for Gandhiji's reply. They are couched in evidently angry
language. But Gandhiji had no hesitation in sending straight
replies to them.
Q. 1. Whether Gandhiji is willing to see British go while
Japanese on the Frontier.
A. This question should not occur to anybody who has
read my writings, for they contemplate Allied arms operating
in India during war.
Q. 2. Whether he would urge non-cooperation with
Japanese after Japanese occupation.
A. Japanese occupation is inconceivable while Allied
arms are operating on the Indian soil. If Japanese inflict defeat
on Allied arms and succeed in occupying India I would most
decidedly advise full non-cooperation.
Q. 3. Whether he would persist in urging (non-coopera-
tion) if Japs shot non-cooperators;
Q. 4. Whether he would rather be shot than cooperate
himself.
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